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gas

It changes its state/form to liquid

Steam is warmer than the air's temperature, and 

it is created when water boils.
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It changes state/form, going from water vapor to 

liquid water, then to ice

The water cycle continuously moves water on 

Earth
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Evaporation changes liquid water into water 

vapor, and condensation changes water vapor 

into liquid water
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evaporation
condensation

groundwaterrunoff
precipitation
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1. The sun heats up the surface water

2. The water evaporates (changes from liquid to gas) 

3. The water vapor rises and cools

4. As the water vapor cools, it condenses (changes from gas to liquid) on 

dust particles

5. These liquid drops on dust particles combine to form a cloud. 

6. Once the cloud becomes too heavy, the water will fall to Earth as 

precipitation (rain, sleet, snow, hail)

7. This water will either become runoff and return to a water source or 

become groundwater that eventually returns to a water source. 

8. The cycle begins again.
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causes frozen water to melt

sun

causes surface water to evaporate
causes wind to blow, moving clouds

rain snow sleet hail
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