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· Before reading, match each vocabulary word with the definition you think it belongs to.
· Read the focus skill. Keep this in mind when reading this section.
· Read the section with your partner.
· After reading, answer the questions.

1. population _____			a. a kind of contest among 
    populations
2. community _____			b. all the organisms of one kind in 
    an ecosystem   

3. competition _____			c. characteristic that helps an 
    organism compete in an 
    ecosystem
4. adaptation _____			d. populations living and interacting 
    with each other
5. What are three populations in Foster’s playground ecosystem?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Choose one of your populations from number 5; how does this population interact with our playground ecosystem?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. What are the four basic needs for a population to survive?
_______________	______________	______________	_____________

8. Why do organisms compete?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. Why is food a limiting factor?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. Think of an adaptation that is not in the textbook. What is it?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11. According to the bar graph, which species has the best survival rate? __________________________
Why do you think this is?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

12. Why do you think trout produce more young than Bald Eagles?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



























Page 220 and 221 Symbiosis
· Read the focus skill. Keep this in mind when reading this section.
· Read the section with your partner.
· After reading, match the type of symbiosis with the correct explanation.
·  Use the picture captions to identify the type of symbiosis in numbers 16-18.
· Answer questions 19-23 (we will answer 24 as a class)

13. mutualism _____			a. one organism benefits but 
           the other is harmed
14. commensalism _____		b. both organisms benefit 
    
15. parasitism  _____			c. one organism benefits while 
           the other isn’t affected 

16. Barnacles and Humpback Whale
Type of Symbiosis: ________________________

17. Mistletoe and Tree
Type of Symbiosis: ________________________

18. Birds and Rhino
Type of Symbiosis: ________________________





19. In the symbiotic relationships from 16-18, which of the relationships are essential to the survival of the organisms involved?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

20. Do organisms in a mutualistic relationship compete with each other? ___________

Explain your answer.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
21. How does symbiosis help organisms survive?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
22. Why do many parasites eventually need new hosts?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



23. Why do you think bacteria and viruses spread easily in a crowded place?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
24. What are the nicknames for each of the following symbiotic relationships?
mutualism: ______________________________
commensalism: ______________________________
parasitism: ______________________________















Page 222 Predator-Prey Relationships
· Read the focus skill. Keep this in mind when reading this section.
· Read the section independently.
· After reading, answer the questions below.

25. What is the difference between a predator and prey?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
26. Why does prey need predators?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
27. How can a change in the number of prey affect predators?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
28. How can a change in the number of predators affect prey?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


29. How do predators help prey?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
30. What symbiotic relationship is most like a predator-prey relationship? _______________________
Why?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name: ____________________________________   Date: ________________   Chapter  6   Lesson  1   Page  218  and  219   Interactions in Nature      Before reading, match each vocabulary word with the definition  you think it belongs to.      Read the focus skill. Keep this in mind when  reading this  section.      Read the section with your partner.      After reading,  a nswer the questions .     1.   population   _____       a.  a   kind of contest among          populations   2.   community   _____       b.  all the organisms of one kind in          an ecosystem         3.   competition   _____       c.  characteristic that helps an          organism compete in an          ecosystem   4.   adaptation   _____       d.  populations living and interacting          with each other   5.   What are three populations in  Foster ’ s   playground ecosystem?   _________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________   6.   Choo se one of your populations from number 5; how does this  population interact with our playground ecosystem?   _________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________  

